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October 2021

Dear Friends,ɾ 

This month's issXe featXres sharing from meetings aboXt Zhat the\'re Xp to
this fall. Keep sending those Xpdates, Zisdom, and ideas! 

I'Ye recentl\ spoken Zithɾmeetings Zho are seeking to hire a coordinator for
their children/\oXth religioXs edXcation programs -- Didɾ\oX knoZ that I haYe
a template job description that might be helpfXl in that process? 

Another good qXestion this month -- What haYe meetings done Zhen it's time
to bXild or refXrbish oXtdoor pla\ eqXipment? HaYeɾideas or sXggestions? Send
Whem Wo me, and I'll pass alongɾto the meeting Zho asked! We talked aboXt hoZ
this is an opportXnit\ for all ages in theɾmeeting to discern together Zhat's
important aboXt Zelcoming children at \oXr space? 

Thanks for the sXrYe\ responsesɾgathering topics for ReligioXs EdXcation
ConYersationsɾthis \ear. The first tZo are listed beloZ, and Xpcoming Zill
e[ploreɾreligioXs edXcation as a form ofɾoXtreach, child/commXnit\ safet\
practices and policies, andɾintergenerational Zorship.ɾ

Jo\fXll\ connecting oXr commXnit\ of practice,ɾ
Melinda Wenner Bradle\ 
YRXWK ReOLJLRXV LLIe CRRUdLQaWRU 
mZenneUbUadle\@S\m.oUg
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ReciSieQWV aUe VXbVcUibed WR Whe PYM ReligiRXV
EdXcaWiRQ QeZV liVW.

 

IdeaV fURP MeeWiQgV! 
It is great to hear from meetings and to share ideas and resoXrces that \oX Xse -
- please send \oXr stories and tips toɾmZenneUbUadle\@S\m.oUg 

CKHVWQXW HLOO MHHWLQJ inYites Middle School \oXth from other meetings to
join their groZing MS groXp online on SXnda\s, 10:45-11:30am. Contact
Donna PXcci for more program information and the link to join!ɾfdVcooUd@
cheVWnXWhillTXakeUV.oUg 

MLGGOHWRZQ MHHWLQJ (BXcks QXarter) is focXsed on serYice this fall. Their
\oXth helped prepare the Holl\'s Helpers booth at theɾBXcks QXarter Peace
Fair, and are noZ engaged Zithɾtechnolog\ training to sXpport h\brid Meeting
for Worship and social gatherings for the meeting. Their actiYities are h\brid or
Zell-spaced oXtdoors (inclXdingɾa corn hole toXrnament and S'mores fire pit!)ɾ 

MHGLD MHHWLQJɾholds online YoXth ReligioXs EdXcation programming on the
second SXnda\ of the month. This NoYember there is a book discXssion on the
bookɾBUaidiQg SZeeWgUaVV,ɾZhich Media-ProYidnce Friends School and the
Zider QXaker commXnit\ is inYited to participate in. DXring the Winter-
Spring, the\ are planning intergenerational programming aroXnd the book
HRl\ TURXbleMakeUV aQd UQcRQYeQWiRQal SaiQWV. ɾ 

mailto:mwennerbradley@pym.org
mailto:fdscoord@chestnuthillquakers.org
https://bookshop.org/books/braiding-sweetgrass-3e12996d-ea04-4dd2-b9a9-04cfd82f361f/9781571313560
https://www.holytroublemakers.com/


SROHEXU\ MHHWLQJ'V high school seniors are discXssing Zhat it means to be a
Friend/QXaker. "WKeQ WKe\ JR RII WR cROOeJe Qe[W \eaU, aQd Pa\ ZaQW WR
e[SOaLQ ZKeUe WKe\ cRPe IURP cKXUcK-ZLVe, ZKaW dR WKe\ Va\?"ɾStarting in the
present, the\ Zill Zork back to Fo[ Xsing Margaret Bacon'sɾTKe QXLeW
RebeOV and thenɾlook to the fXtXre and Zhat the\ think the Societ\ of Friends
Zill be, or Zhat the\'d like it to be, 5, 20 and 40 \ears from noZ.ɾ

BRRNV aQd ReVRXUceV:  

MASKS MASKS MASKS!ɾ is a PDF pictXre book that
encoXrages children Zh\ Zearing masks is taking care of
oXrselYes and one another. Man\ children are Zearing masks
all da\ at school, and this sZeet and sill\ book -- Zhich the\ can
also print and color -- might bring some smiles.ɾ 
 

QXDNHU PHDFH EGXFDWLRQ PURMHFWV: 
HRZ WR WaON WR \RXQg SeRSOe abRXW AfghaQLVWaQ 
In September, oXr middle school groXp at meeting Zas talking aboXt Alice PaXl
and her Zork for Zomen's rights. A \oXng person asked, "CoXld Ze talk aboXt
girls and Zomen in Afghanistan?," connecting that histor\ to oXr Zorld toda\.  
These are resoXrces from a netZork of peace edXcators ZhoɾZorkɾZith schools
inɾthe UK. Teachers, children and \oXng people ma\ haYe been affected b\
eYents in Afghanistan and/or be talking aboXt Zhat the\ haYe seen or heard in
the media. This is a roXnd Xp of some resoXrcesɾthat coXld sXpport
conYersations in edXcational settings.ɾDoZnload resoXrces here.

Anti-racism Learning and Action 
FRU SaUeQWV aQd adXOWV ZRUNLQg ZLWh chLOdUeQ:  

SaYH WKH DaWH: SXQGa\, NRYHPbHU 7 (1-4SP)  
AQDVWDVLD HLJJLQERWKDP YLVLWV PYM FDOO SHVVLRQV WHHNHQG! 
The aXthor of the OUdinaU\ TeUUible ThingV series Zill be Zith Xs for an
intergenerational program (for ALL ages) e[ploring her booksɾNRW M\ Idea: A
BRRN AbRXW WKLWeQeVV andɾWKaW YRX DRQ¶W KQRZ: A SWRU\ RI LLbeUaWed
CKLOdKRRd. NRW M\ Idea WDFNOHV ZKLWH VXSUHPDF\ DQG ZDV QDPHG D
2019 IQWHUQDWLRQDO CKLOGUHQ¶V LLEUDU\ WKLWH RDYHQ BRRN.

http://www.pym.org/resources/wp-content/uploads/sites/106/2021/06/Masks-Masks-Masks-Lemelman.pdf
https://peacemakers.org.uk/talking-about-afghanistan
http://anastasiahigginbotham.com/books/


Higginbotham makes her books b\ hand in
collage on grocer\ bag paper, Xsing onl\ rec\cled
materials, and VKH'OO EH VKDULQJ D FROODJH
ZRUNVKRS ZLWK SDUWLFLSDQWV.ɾShe Zrites for
social jXstice organi]ations and her Zork has
been featXred in The BelieYer, The NeZ York
Times, HXffington Post, Women¶s Media Center,
Ms., and The SXn.

The Full Stor\ School
Zas created b\ɾGrace AldrichɾandɾEmma Redden.ɾIn their Zork the\ ask:ɾ

KRZ caQ JURZQ XSV dR eIIecWLYe cROOabRUaWLYe aQWL-UacLVW edXcaWLRQ ZLWK
\RXQJ SeRSOe?
KRZ dR Ze WaON ZLWK \RXQJ cKLOdUeQ abRXW Uace aQd UacLaO YLROeQce?

Their Zebsite states: "Kids thriYe Zhen the\ haYe a stor\. Stories are healing,
the\ help bXild meaning, commXnit\, and resilience. When Ze offer oXr kids
the Zhole trXth, the\ are more eqXipped to naYigate the Zorld." Programs
offered inclXde "Role Pla\ Drop Ins" on the first ThXrsda\ of eYer\ month, 6:30
pm EST, Zhere folks engage in rolepla\ing scenarios from their life Zith
children related to race in an\ Za\. Cost is sliding scale and there's no need to
sign Xp ahead of time. Learn more here.ɾ

PYM ReligioXV EdXcaWion ConYerVaWionV
(online)
TKXUVGD\, OFWREHU 28 DW 7:00SP 
HRZ'V LW JRLQJ? Checking in and sharing jo\s and challenges as the pandemic
continXes to impact program choices. A space for mXtXal sXpport this fall!ɾ 

TKXUVGD\, DHFHPEHU 2 DW 7:00SP  
E[SORULQJ SUa\eU ZLWK cKLOdUeQ. There are man\ Za\s to pra\, and teach
pra\er. What are some Ze Xse or are cXrioXs aboXt hoZ to share Zith \oXng
people in oXr meetings?ɾ 
 

RegiVWeU WR UeceiYe Whe ZRRP liQkV. 

HiVWRUic FaiU HiOO: Whe SOace WR be WhLV FaOO!

https://www.thefullstoryschool.org/
https://www.thefullstoryschool.org/classes
mailto:mwennerbradley@pym.org?subject=RE%20Conversations%20Registration&body=Please%20send%20the%20link%20for%20the%20RE%20Conversations%20this%20fall.%20%0AMy%20name%20is:%20%0AMy%20meeting%20is:%20


Is \oXr meeting looking for a field trip or oXtdoor space for a program this fall?
Historic Fair Hill inYites meetingsɾto come Yisit, pla\, and learn!ɾThe historic
QXaker bXrial groXnd is the resting place of notable abolitionists and reformers
inclXding LXcretia and James Mott, Robert and Harriet PXrYis, and Anna T.
Jeanes. IW'V DOVR D KXE RI FRPPXQLW\ DFWLYLW\ LQ LWV QHLJKERUKRRG ZLWK
JDUGHQLQJ DQG OLWHUDF\ SURMHFWV. OXtdoor histor\ toXrs are led throXgh
YarioXs lenses, natXre lessons are offered, and there is the opportXnit\ to
simpl\ e[plore and enjo\ the 4.5 acres of green space and great trees. 

USFRPLQJ: SDWXUGD\, OFWREHU 16! 
The Reading PUomiVe FeVWiYalɾfrom 12-4pm. CommXnit\ serYice Zill inclXde
resetting graYe stones and transplanting iris and da\ lilies. 
 

Field TUiSV Fl\eU! WR SUiQW aQd VhaUe 
Learn more aboXW YisiWing HFH here! 

 

PYM FULHQGV YLVLWHG HLVWRULF FaLU HLOO aW WKH VWaUW RI WKH 2021 AQQXaO SHVVLRQV. PKRWR: JHaQ WaUULQJWRQ

QXaker ParenW MXWXal SXpporW GroXpV! 
PleaVe VhaUe ZiWh faPilieV iQ \RXU PeeWiQg!  
These groXps Zill meet for si[ months, starting roXghl\ in mid-NoYember, for
one hoXr eYer\ tZo Zeeks. TKe SXUSRVe LV WR SURYLde FULeQdV ZKR aUe
cXUUeQWO\ SaUeQWLQJ cKLOdUeQ ZLWK a VSace IRU PXWXaO cRQYeUVaWLRQ aQd
VXSSRUW. 

This \ear, the project is co-sponsored b\ NeZ York Yearl\ Meeting, Friends
United Meeting, and Philadelphia Yearl\ Meeting, bXt ALL QXaker parents are
Zelcome to participate, regardless of location or affiliation.ɾParticipating
parents need access to Zoom and the abilit\ to conYerse in English.ɾ 

http://www.pym.org/youth-programs/wp-content/uploads/sites/104/2021/09/Reading-Promise-Week-flyer-HFH-10.16.pdf
http://www.pym.org/youth-programs/wp-content/uploads/sites/104/2021/09/FieldTripsFlyer-2021.pdf
https://historicfairhill.com/visit-us/


ParenWs can regisWer here XnWil OcWober 31. 

Sharing IdeaV for FirVW Da\ programV:  
PaWWeUQV aQd E[aPSleV!  
I hope as \oX create programs, actiYities, and
tr\ ideas \oX're e[cited aboXt, \oX'll share
\oXrɾlesson plans, handoXts, calendars, etc. The
place for eas\ access and sharing among oXr
CommXnit\ of Practice:ɾ 
The folder in Google DriYe is aYailableɾto
contribXte and find fresh ideas.ɾ

SWa\ LQ WRXcK! 

The QXakeU ReligioXV EdXcaWion CollaboUaWiYe (QREC) has a groXp on
Facebook for sharing of sXpport and resoXrces, ValianW TogeWheU.ɾ 

Visit PYM ReligioXs EdXcaWionɾfor resoXrces and sXpport. When \oX find,ɾ"I
KaYe a TXeVWLRQ abRXW UeVRXUceV, SURJUaPV . . . RU a JUeaW Ldea WR VKaUe!"ɾ
reach oXt to Melinda Wenner Bradle\, YoXth ReligioXs Life Coordinator,
MWenneUBUadle\@S\m.oUg

Cop\UighW � 2021, All UighWV UeVeUYed. 
OXU PaiOiQg addUeVV iV: 

Philadelphia Yearl\ Meeting 
1515 CheUU\ SWUeeW 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

XSdaWe VXbVcUiSWion SUefeUenceV¬

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfw4NZIhEF2x1S8CGctPRzVclFEE32UEFw0vBAl13elchiR_w/viewform
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Lg-Cn00V2DLPXmfFilkKhNf53F2G-B4o?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ValiantTogetherQuakerRE/
https://quakerrecollaborative.org/
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https://www.pym.org/resources/religious-education/
mailto:MWennerBradley@pym.org?subject=PYM%20Youth%20Religious%20Life%20
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